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SABLE POINTS BEACON

DATES TO REMEMBER

® May2: Annual Dinner
Marina, Ludington

* July 18: Big Sable Bus
Day

* August 7: National
Lighthouse Day

* August 15 Big Sable
Bus Day

* September 19: Big
Sable Bus Day

Stop by www.splka.org
for updates on other
special events now in

the works!

Carmen Tiffany
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President’s Message

I would like to thank the
entire SPLEA
membership for your
continued support.
Without this support the
Board of Directors and
staff could not identify
those goals that will
preserve our lights and
educate the public to the
rich history that our
lighthouses have.

The board recently met
for a one day working
retreat. We have found
the retreat to be very
beneficial in setting a
targeted plan for the

2004 season and for
many years beyond.

| firmly believe in
keeping the membership
informed. If any member
has an idea, talent,
question, complaint or
issue please call me at
517-349-1008, or email at
ciellpn28@aol.com. If
you would like to speak
with another board
member please call the
SPLEA office and request
that Board Member
contact you.

| would like to thank all
of our 2000 volunteer

keepers for giving up
their busy lives to
participate in a working
vacation at our lights.
Your service and time is
greatly appreciated.

| would like to thank our
Board of Directors for
their dedication and hard
work to make SPLKA the
best organization ever.

Thank you also to the
staff whom have put in
many hours to keep us
running smoathly,

Ceil Heller

Meet Carmen Tiffany, Coordinator of Volunteers

SPLEA's new
Coordinator of
Volunteers, Carmen
Tiffany, has a BAS in
Business Management
from Davenport
University and a passion
for working with others.
An ardent valunteer
herself, she's invalved
with the Ludington Area
Arts Council, the Andre
Bosse Center, and the
Scottville Main Street
Program.

When not busy assuring
that our volunteers have
a wonderful experience,
Carmen's favorite

pastimes are gardening,
reading, writing, bowling,
and handiwork, such as
knitting and crocheting.

An accomplished
photographer, Carmen's
work has been exhibited
locally and at the
LadyFest exhibit in
Traverse City. Carmen,
her hushand, Walter, and
her son, Douglas, live in
Riverton Township,
almaost exactly halfway
between Little and Big
Sable Points. Daughter
Liz lives in Traverse City

Carmen says that thus far

the very best part of her
SPLEA experience has
been getting to know so
many mice people,
whether they are
volunteers or visitors to
our lighthouses. She is
grateful for SPLKA's
volunteers,

“SPLEA would not be
able to operate without
the thousands of hours
that our fantastic
volunteers pledge each
season,” says Tiffany, “ |
look forward to meeting
each and every one of
our lighthouse keepers
this summer."
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Special Events and History:
New Volunteer Opportunities

As it says in SPLKA's
Mission Statement,
“Volunteers are our strength
and are encouraged to play

active roles in our program.”

In March, SPLKA's board of
directors held its annual

retreat and planning session.

At that meeting, two new
committees were formed.
Through them, the board
inviles you Lo join in on
some SPLEA fun!

If you're the sort who loves
planning events and parties
(or simply being at parties?),
please consider joining the
Special Events Committes,
which will be charged with
working with the executive
director and SPLEA

President Ceil Heller to help
plan the 200 Annual
Meeting, and with exploring
other special events that
SPLEA might consider
holding in 2010,

If history is more your cupof
tea, join the new History
Committee, chaired by
SPLEA Director, Jack
Thormton. This group will
focus on collecting oral and
written accounts from those
who have memories of our
towers' pasts.

If you are interested in
serving on either of the new
committess, send an e-miail
tos bsplkag@t-one.net or call
Dorien Kelly at 231 B45-7343.

Sable Points Beacon

Construction Updates

Big Sable Fog Signal Building: The contractor for the
fog signal building is confirming a few final structural
details before the footings can be poured. The project’s
springtime construction window is limited because we
must have minimal impact on the local piping plover
population, The contractor is working with the state to
comply with all requirements. As we go to press, it's
uncertain whether the building will be complete before
this autumn.

Little Sable Point Pathways Project: The final hurdle
to be cleared—that of an archeological site survey—is
being addressed by the State of Michigan. Once that is
complete, boardwalk construction will be scheduled,
likely for just after the busy season.

BSP’s First Tour of 2009
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SPLKA’s Dynamic Duo

Bill and Shirley Mitchell relocated
to Ludington after vacationing

In 2002, during their first month
living in Ludington full-time, they
there at a refative’s cabin for over attended the signing-over
3o years. In their previous home in
Maumes, Ohin, they raised two
sons while Bill worked as an
electrical engineer and Shirley

taught school.

ceremony at the State Park for BSP
to SPLEA. Ever since then they
have been active keepers and
volunteers, concentrating most
recently on updating the website
and performing bookkeeping
duties. You'll also find Bill's
lighthouse art in the Big Sable gift
shop. SPLKA is thankful for this

energetic couple!

Here they both teach in the math
department at West Shore
Community College and volunteer

at their church. g
April g, 2009 —Keepers Mary Hollander and Andrew

% Bonnie Ozanich help make the gift shop shine!

Share Your Lighthouse Travel Tips!

Have you visited a lighthouse that you think fellow
members might like to see? Have any travel tips for a
visit to that tower?

Give SPLEA members the scoop! Please e-mail
bsplka@t-one.net or drop a note in the mail to
SPLKA's address, and we'll share your wisdom in
future editions of the Sable Points Beacon.
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Jamie Dillingham and the MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Marvelous Gift Shop Make-Over!

SPLEA welcomes its new gift shop manager, Jamie Dillingham. Name[s}__
Jamie holds a Bachelor's Degree in Hospitality and Tourism
from Grand Valley State University and has wonderful on-the-
job retail sales experience. She is a native of west Michigan,
with family living in Mears. Jamie has recently moved to
Ludington

When not at wark in the lighthouse gift shop; Jamic loves to Address
spend time with friends and family. She welcomes the warmer

days ahead, as she's also a nature enthusiast. Jamie says that she
feels very lucky to have a job in such a beautiful place.

City

Owver the winter, Jamie was hard at work bringing beauty to the
inside of the gift shop by refreshing its décor. On your first visit,
you'll find furnishings and displays more in keeping with the State, Zip
age of the structure, as well as exciting new merchandise. Jamie
is also overseeing the trial program for limited merchandise
sales at Little Sable Point and the Ludington North Breakwater
Light. We look forward to all of these exciting changes!

Telephone (___ )

E-Mail Address

[] New [IRenewal []Donation

Second Assistant Keeper $25
First Assistant Keeper $50
Jamie and hutch donated Merchandise begi = Head Keeper 00
. Crofandise NS [0
SEEThoonone aritves || District Inspector $250
.| Lifetime Membership $500

Amount Enclosed:

Please mail check and completed form to:
Sable Points Lighthouse Keepers Association

P.O. Box 673

Ludington, Michigan 4o43

Parlor table donated by
Steve and Grace Truman. {z31) B45-7343

New styles!

Website: www.splka.org







1o eyjds'mmm

1€EV6¥ NVOIHDIN ‘NOLONIANT
€9 xod '0O'd

NOILVIDOSSY S¥idaa)]
ASNOHLHDIT SINIOd A14VS




