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In November of 2010, SPLKA staff requested board approval to investigate

Thanks to our Donors 6 White River Light Station (WRLS) in Whitehall. After receiving the board’s

White River Light Station to take over day-to-day operations at the light. Our

Annual Meeting Details 7 potential partnership would include gaining the asset of the long-time Curator of
White River Light Station, Karen McDonnell, and her expertise of 29 years.
Little Sable Point 7 Built by Captain William Robinson in 1875, this charming light will make
Events at the Light our fourth lighthouse charge within a fifty-five mile stretch of Lake Michigan
Recreation Passport 7 shoreline. An exquisite example of its nautical history, this light also serves as
one of the finest maritime museums on the eastern shore, featuring a highly
impressive U.S.L.S. collection that some say is, “the finest in the Midwest!”
Keeper’s Log 8 All three parties involved have come to an initial agreement, and SPLKA has
retained an attorney to represent its interests in this merger. SPLKA has also
offered to fund the WRLS gift shop and to retain its revenues this year, creating
Big Sable Point 8 a transitional partnership with the Township. We’re slowly moving forward!
Events at the Light, The Friends of White River Light Station, a 501c3 support group, has been
instrumental in keeping this light alive and thriving— from purchasing incredible
Little Sable SEEKERS, 8 artifacts to developing strong educational programming alongside the Curator.
Lighthouse Field Trip If all goes well in the next few meetings, we hope to begin a bright new future
with White River under our wing in 2012. Of course, if all goes well, we may
Old Keeper’s Journal, 9 need yet another name change to incorporate all the lights we serve. What are
Communication, your thoughts on that? We’re eager to hear from you! Email splkadir@t-one.net

the possibilities of forming a partnership with Fruitland Township to operate the

consent, we began negotiations with Fruitland Township and the Friends of the

Progress of Projects,

-Cindy Beth Davis-Dykema, Executive Director
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sident’s Message

ter, spring, the season of rebirth, has arrived. Soon
we will be welcoming many visitors to our beacons of brilliance and our luminaries
of lore. The staff has been busy getting all in order for opening. While our lights
were closed over the winter, a lot has been happening behind the scenes.

Perhaps you have read an article in other media sources regarding SPLKA’s
involvement with taking on operations of the White River Light Station. Our Ex-
ecutive Director and Board of Directors are moving forward with establishing a
partnership between our organization, the Friends of the White River Light Station
and Muskegon County’s Fruitland Township. All three entities are anxious to form
a partnership. However, as you can imagine, there are many I’s to dot and T’s to
cross before a legal agreement is reached.

Our reinforcement of the seawall at Big Sable Point is moving forward. The
Pathways Project allowing for much improved access to Little Sable Point has been

completed. Ludington North Breakwater Light will see some improvements as well.

These are exciting times for SPLKA.
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David A. Hawley, SPLKA President

I would like to thanks our members, volunteer keepers, Board of Directors and staff for all the hard work they are
doing to keep our mission in the forefront “...to restore and preserve Big and Little Sable Lighthouses and the Luding-
ton North Breakwater Light, provide education to the public about the lights, and allow the public to have the opportu-
nity to climb the towers. Volunteers are our strength and are encouraged to play active roles in our program.”

David A. Hawley
President

LITTLE SABLE POINT LIGHTHOUSE presents Nights at the Light! 7-8 p.m. See pg. 7...

2011 Events

Our Annual Meeting moves
to the fall! Saturday, September
17 from 4-7 p.m., we’ll host our
Annual Dinner, full of exciting
entertainment, a silent auction,
awards and recognition, dining
and the SPLKA Annual Report.
Where? 5810 Bryant Rd, UMC
When? Sat, Sep. 17, 4-7 p.m.

Cost?  $25 (dinner included) 2011- the 20th Anniversary of the ADA Law!

Four SPLKA Board Meetings

are scheduled inchOl 1-12 pmh Celebrate our community’s increased accessibility on July 16,
. il

at LACA: Julyt%G , August 20 N at the Little Sable Point Light with an ice cream social!

September 17%, November 19 Email : maryjoltd@hughes.net for more information.

Bus Days at Big Sable Point

will be June 11%, July 9%, and Sponsored by the Disability Connection of West Michigan

August 13™. ($3 round-trip) Photo by Todd and Brad Reed: www.toddandbradreed.com
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FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE at Ludington North Breakwaler Light! 7-8 pm

Free Events!

Iﬁ::;ﬁ%::zf Egzt the rapidly growing FRIDAY on the pier of the Breakwater to
opens seven days... NIGHT LIVE event in downtown. hear the deep country & twang styl-

Held July 15, 22, 29, and August  ings of the rocking Michigan artist,
5, from 6-9 p.m., this year, SPLKA Jen Sygit. This powerful Inter-
partners by keeping the Ludington  lochen alumnus composes songs on
North Breakwater Light (LNBL) old-time clawhammer banjo, dobro
open late and offering very exclu- and guitar, and has swept the music
sive Sunset Climbs for these fun scene by storm with her first three
FRIDAY NIGHT LIVE events! If albums. We hope by offering these
you’d like to volunteer to help run  unique experiences on the pier for
the SPLKA info booth at FRIDAY special, limited events , that LNBL
NIGHT LIVE or would like to be  attendance will increase in 2011.
a local Daykeeper at the LNBL, The following Friday, July 29, we
P will be graced by the talents of
the Chicago-based folk singer
and songwriter duo, UMMA.
Hear the music of Jen Sygit and
UMMA by visiting our website
and clicking under Events.
Hope to see you at the
Ludington North Breakwater
Light this summer!

Seeking to serve our mission, we
have opened the LNBL seven
days a week this year to increase
accessibility and promote the
light. In that aim, a local group
of LNBL Daykeepers is being
formed, called “The Breakers”. We please contact George Nowsch at
hope that you can be involved! splkavol@t-one.net or call our
There are many reasons to come office 231-845-7417 (in LACA:
to Ludington in the summer, and the Ludington Area Center for
while some of us may love the city the Arts) at 107 S. Harrison in
for its proximity to visit our lights, Ludington. “Volunteers are our
lakes, woods, shops and shorelines, strength, the center of SPLKA!™
another popular area destination is On Friday, July 22, join us

Board of Directors Staff

Dave Hawley, Ludington—President

Bob Baltzer, Xenia, Ohio —Vice President
Doug Buikema, Hudsonville, Treasurer
Susan Griffin, Niles,—Secretary

Cindy Beth Davis-Dykema, Executive Director
George Nowsch, Operations Manager
Robert Sperling, Restoration & Maintenance Mgr.

Ceil Heller, Okemos, Director Shirley Mitchell, Bookkeeper

Lenore Janman, Auburn Hills, Director Sam Dains, Gift Shop Manager

Marcia Martin, Shelby, Director

Marcia Walsworth, Shelby, Director Many thanks to our 2010 Directors for their service!

Tamara Howell, Cleveland, Director Mort Wiegand of Mears and Jack Buege of Sparta



The Journey of Big Sable Point Lighthouse and its

3" Order Fresnel Lens

From the archives of the Mason County Historical Society,
Ron Wood, Executive Director, White Pine Village, MCHS

Prompted by numerous shipwrecks off a treacherous peninsula
now known as Big Point Sable, construction of the lighthouse,
including the placement of a 3™ Order Fresnel Lens began by
order of President Andrew Johnson on Oct.16, 1866.

A need for a lighthouse was apparent from the history of
shipwrecks off shore from the site. In 1948, the first recorded
wreck off the point was the barge Neptune, going down with
the loss of 37 lives. Through the succeeding years, many more
vessels floundered in the same area as the lumber schooners,
barges, and propellers plied on up the Lake Michigan shore-
line.

The Fresnel lens was invented by a French inventor, Mr.
Augustin Fresnel, in 1821. It had many improvements over the
years as technology improved. The lens was first lit with
whale oil, then kerosene lamps, and finally electric lamps such
as the 1000 watt 120 volt quartz lamp.

The 1867 report to Congress by the lighthouse board states
that: “Grand Point au Sable lighthouse lens was lighted for the
first time on the night of November 1, 1867. The first keeper
was Alonzo Hyde, Sr. and his son Alonzo Hyde, Jr. was his
assistant.”

Mounted atop a brick tower at an elevation of 107 feet
above lake level, the 50,000 candlepower Big Sable light
threw its beam through a powerful third order lens, which re-
flected the light far out over the waters of Lake Michigan. The
50,000 candlepower light was installed in 1953 when Consum-
ers Power Company strung power lines to the point, replacing
a 500 watt electric lamp that had been powered by station gen-
erators and a battery bank. The first light displayed at the sta-
tion, and then known as Grande Pointe Au Sable Light, was a
fixed white light of 7,300 candlepower, produced by an oil
lantern. It was later changed to an incandescent oil vapor light
that operated with a mantle and used vaporized kerosene for
fuel. Formerly civilian operated, the U.S. Coast Guard took
over jurisdiction of the lighthouse in 1939 from the lighthouse
service, Department of Commerce.

As previously mentioned, in 1953 electric power was ex-
tended to the light station providing electricity to the dwelling
and also to the 3™ Order Fresnel Lens in the lantern. Then in
1968 the Coast Guard decided it would automate the light and
board up the buildings. The Coast Guard no longer staffed the
station.
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A History of the Big Sable Lens

The light station was in the jurisdiction of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources in 1983 when they
were successful in having it entered in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places. The DNR then decided to return
the light station to the Coast Guard due to excessive
vandalism. The 3™ Order Fresnel lens was removed by
the Coast Guard, during the summer of 1985, crated up
and sent to the ninth district offices in Cleveland, Ohio
for storage.

Efforts by the Mason County Historical Society
(MCHS), led by Director Thom Hawley led to a Coast
Guard petition to return the 3™ Order Fresnel Lens, and
in a November 1, 1987 ceremony marking the 120" an-
niversary of its original lighting at the Big Sable Point
Light Station, it was rededicated and put on display at
the Rose Hawley Museum on Loomis St. in Ludington.

From the first petition to the U.S. Coast Guard for the
lens to be donated to the Mason County Historical Soci-
ety to when it was relit on November 1, 1987, several
communications took place. A letter dated 12-18-1985
to Mr. L. Bailey, Chief, Supply & Property Branch,
Ninth Coast Guard District from Thomas Hawley, Ex-
ecutive Director, Mason County Historical Society
thanks Mr. Bailey for considering the Historical Soci-
ety’s request to acquire the lens that had been removed
from the Big Sable Light Station.

A letter dated January 1986 from Thomas Hawley
sent to Congressmen VanderJagt states the following,
“Late last autumn the Coast Guard removed the Third
Order Classical Lens from the Big Point Sable Light-
house, north of Ludington. As you may know, the Coast
Guard has abandoned attempts to save the Light due to
high water levels”. He further states, “We are interested
in acquiring the lens for our museum collection”. Corre-
spondence between the Historical Society, General Ser-
vices Administration, and the U.S. Coast Guard revealed
that four non-profits had inquired about acquiring the
lens but that until all tax exempt status certifications had
been received, no decision would be made.

The original lens from the tower, which was removed
in 1985, was taken to Cleveland, Ohio while the Coast
Guard decided who it would be given to. The Mason
County Historical Society received the lens after making
application for it. The lens was repaired under the volun-
teer consultation of Mike VanHoey. VanHoey had an
interest in old lighthouses and founded the Great Lakes
Lighthouse Keepers Association (a partner of SPLKA).

The first “Agreement For Outgoing Loan” from the
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U.S. Coast Guard for the lens was with
the Mason County Historical Society
and was dated 4-21-1986 and signed
by L. Bailey, Chief, Supply & Prop-
erty Branch, U.S. Coast Guard.

In 1985 the State of Michigan aban-
doned the station and its Coast Guard
license, citing liability and vandalism.
Interest was renewed in the site in Oc-
tober of 1986 when the Foundation for
Behavioral Research received a 25-
year lease to restore and maintain the
station as an educational conference
center. The Foundation maintained its
lease until the early 1990s when the
Big Sable Point Lighthouse Keepers
Association (SPLKA), est. 1987, took
over as lease holder on the light.

A Lansing State Journal Sunday
November 1, 1987 article reads, “It’s
very difficult to sell (save) something
there’s no easy access to and that you
can’t see every day,” says Thom Haw-
ley, director of the Rose Hawley His-
torical Museum. Vandals had caused
serious damage to all areas of the light
station including the beautiful French-
made Fresnel Lens. These vandals
damaged it and stole some of its parts.
The lens magnified the light, which
first was fueled with whale oil, then
kerosene, and finally electricity. In
1985 the Coast Guard replaced it with
a plastic light, and took the lens to
Cleveland. Hawley and others made a
successful plea for its return. On the
way back to Ludington, the truck
rolled over. There was more damage,
but the lens survived. Plans called for
the lens to be restored and placed on
exhibit at the Rose Hawley Museum in
time for the grand opening of the mu-
seum on Loomis Street June 22, 1986.
But apparently it wasn’t restored in
time for that grand opening because a
letter dated 7-3-1986 states the lens
will be delivered by the week of July
3, 1986. A memo dated 9-4-1986 reads
“The Rose Hawley Museum has re-
cently received the Third Order Classi-
cal Lens from the Big Point Sable
Lighthouse and we are currently pre-

paring it for exhibit”. This same memo
is asking another museum for ideas as
to how they have attached a similar
lens to a concrete floor. A letter dated
September 18, 1986 from the Mason
County Historical Society and sent to
Jim Anderson, Jackson Jordan Inc.
asks the company to fabricate a metal
platform to secure the base, thus pro-
viding stability for the lens. A letter
from Mike Van Hoey of Lighthouse
Properties, LTd. dated 4-4-1987 talks
about helping to arrange the prisms
and the color of paint to most closely
match the original.

Worth repeating is the fact that on
the 120™ anniversary of the night the
Big Sable Point Light lens was first lit
to guide mariners around treacherous
Big Sable Point, the lens from Big Sa-
ble Point Lighthouse was relit at Rose
Hawley Museum. This took place on
Sunday night, November 1, 1987.

A Ludington Daily News article
following the ceremony states, “a large
crowd of people responsible for saving
and restoring the lens as well as for
ongoing efforts to save and restore the
lighthouse and attached keepers’ home
was gathered at the museum for the
relighting. The honor of throwing the
switch in the dark to let the third order
Fresnel lens send light throughout the
museum through its dozens of light-
diffracting prisms went to Mason
County Historical Society President
Wally Worten, Richard Smith of the
Big Sable Lighthouse Keepers Asso-
ciation (which had been organized ear-
lier in the same year - 1987), and Jim
Woodward, who helped save the light
from further destruction by vandals”.
The lens had been removed from the
107 foot-high black and white banded
light tower north of Ludington State
Park two years earlier because it was
being vandalized and because a new,
automated lens outside the top of the
light tower was in place to guide mari-
ners. The article goes on to say that
Edward and Donna Hallin, of the
Foundation for Behavior Research,

which was holding a 20-year lease on
the lighthouse keepers’ quarters, also
addressed the crowd gathered. The
Hallin’s had resided in the quarters for
more than a year.

The lens stood proud at the Loomis
Street location of the Rose Hawley
Museum from 1987 to May 1994,
when the museum was consolidated
with Historic White Pine Village and
the lens now graces the interior of the
Maritime Museum Building. Current
plans and massive fundraising call for
the Mason County Historical Society
to create and operate what will be
called the Port of Ludington Maritime
Museum in the former U.S. Coast
Guard Station on the channel near
LNBL in Ludington. Among the many
exciting plans for the interior is the
proud display of the Big Sable Point
Lighthouse 3™ Order Fresnel Lens to
this new location as part of a light-
house exhibit in the main gallery that
used to be the Boat House.

Next year, SPLKA celebrates its
25th anniversary as an organization,
and coincidentally, the Mason County
Historic Society will be celebrating its
75th anniversary as well. You can
certainly plan to see more cooperation
and cross-promotion on these exciting
simultaneous events in 2012.

White Pine Village is open and you
can view the lens by visiting the White
Pine Village Maritime Museum. For
hours and times, please visit their web-
site: ww.historicwhitepinevillage.org

Special thanks to Ron Wood for his help
and contribution to this inquiry. Also,
Congratulations to our friend Carmellita
Tiffany, who now serves as the Assistant to
the Executive Director, Ron Wood, at the
Mason County Historic Society and White
Pine Village. While she is missed, we
know that her talents and passion for her
community and historic preservation are
being appreciated and put to great use!

Do you have an idea for an article?
Please email: splakdir@t-one.net
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Our Gracious Donors, 2010 — 2011

Donations
Susan Higginbotham
Patric & Patricia Patterson
Howard K. Loomis
Caryl Ferguson
Doris & Frank Sutton
John Fuelberth
Vonda Belanger
Consumers Energy Volunteer Fund
Gerald & Myra Pritzl
Mary Lou Aloisio
Sarah Anne Hook
Jerry & Lois Harkenrider
Milan & Dorothy Reed Fund
Nancy J. Stellmach
Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts
MASCO Corporation
Donald Dunlop
Edward & Lynne Fowlkes
Ric Rowe
Richard & Lorayne Otto Fund
Richard & Lorayne Otto
Bob and Becki Baltzer
Herbert and Arlene Chinworth
Stanley and Rhoda Cohen
DAR—Michigan Dunes Chapter
Jamie Dillingham
Susan Griffin
Hart Upper Elementary School
4™ Grade
Sara Anne Hook
Veronica Johnson
Anthony Leik
Lighthouse Digest
Michigan Lighthouse Fund
In honor of Mrs. Jo Omo
P.E.O. Sisterhood Chapter EU
In honor of Shirley Mitchell
Bob and Beth Perry
Dr. Michael Ritchie
Aaron and Karen Schwaab
Mary Smith and Jessica and Sunny
Carmelitta Tiffany
Kenneth and Barbara Vallieu
Kit and Susan Wright
Donations to Big Sable Point
Lighthouse Fund at Mason County

Community Foundation
Thomas Abdelnour

Anonymous
Robert and Becki Baltzer
Bob and Delores Bentley

Kathleen Fahlsing

Sandra Frank

Ralph and Janet Gels

Susan Griffin

Cecilia Heller

Marilyn Holmes

Linda Hummel

Robert and Wendy Lanterman
Terry and Nancy Morrison
Dianne Taeckens and Ken Mulder
Jim and Sally Muir

Gerald and Myra Pritzl

Mr. and Mrs. Milan S. Reed, Sr.
Richard and Laura Smith

Ron and Karyn Vander Bloomer
Carmelitta Tiffany

Chris and Jill VanAntwerp
Margaret Walbridge

Richard and Marcia Walsworth
Carl and Mort Wiegand
Memberships

Head Keeper

John and Jo Ann Preheim
Nancy Stellmach

District Inspector

Chris and Jill VanAntwerp
Life

Lenore Janman

In Memory of Gary Stellmach
Barbara Adams & Marlene Loonsfoot
Rick and Diane Bottegal
Richard and Judith Butt
Custom Electrical Systems

Ed and Carol Faudel

Joseph J. Henderson and Son
Sandra Hughes

Bill and Gladys Leach

Ruth Leach

Local Union No. 701 - .LB.EW.
David and Stacey Lohman
Joseph and Charlotte Oletti
Arthur and Dorothy Stellmach
In Memory of Steven VanDenBerg
Mr. and Mrs. R. B. Bridges
Kathleen Cudahy

Kathleen Dimaggio

Frank Geracie

Jeff and Tricia Mesarich
Nanette Wilke

Silent Auction Donors
Ron and Pat Anderson

Artists Market
James Baldwin
Kristen Bantle
Robert and Eileen Bien
James and Sharon Boersma
Wendi Brewer
Doug and Carol Buikema
DeTour Reef Light Preservation So-
ciety
Fairfield Inn of Traverse City
Mr. Fritz Heller GM
Friendship Ring Quilt Guild
Mort Wiegand
David Gibbs
Grand Haven Lighthouse Conservancy
Grand Traverse Lighthouse Museum
Marvin Griffin
Susan Griffin
David Hawley
Richard and Ceil Heller
Jamesport Brewing Co.
Lighthouse Digest- Tim Harrison
Ludington Daily News
Ludington Property Management
Mac Woods Dune Rides
Bruce and Marcia Martin
Mason County Aviation
Michigan History Magazine-
Patricia Majher
Frances Mills
Bill and Shirley Mitchell
Moomer’s Homemade Ice Cream
Bruce and Helen Nelson
Pentwater Artisans Center
Ed Pruden
David and Carol Rodwell
Robert Sperling
S.S. Badger
Jack and Gerri Thornton
Carmelitta Tiffany
Steve and Grace Truman
Jay Van Antwerp
Dave and Gail Van Kuiken
Bruce and Sandy Van Wingen
Your donations help maintain
and restore our lights and keep
our towers open for tower climbs!
If you have questions about your
donation, or if your gift was not
properly recognized above,
PLEASE email us at splkadir@t-
one.net or call 231 845-7417. We

will make corrections and reprint!




CLAUDIA SCHMIDT- Michigan’s
own musical legend , July 9, 7-8 p.m.

Remember

When You Register Your Vehicle

As reminder, SPLKA Michigan-
based Lighthouse Keepers will want to
remember to “opt in” for the Recreation
Passport system when you are renewing
your automobile license plates this year.

In the State of Michigan, the Recrea-
tion Passport took effect in 2010, but last
year’s park pass is valid until your li-
cense plates expire in 2011.

This is a different way to pay for our
state parks, which helps them receive
consistent fees and helps us by costing
less than ever before. It has replaced the
traditional state park Motor Vehicle Per-
mit (MVP) for Michigan residents, but
out-of-state passes will still apply.

The Recreation Passport system al-
lows motorists to "opt in" to support
Michigan state parks by agreeing to pay
an additional $10 when renewing their
license plates through the Secretary of
State. This replaces the MVP, costs less
to residents and helps the State parks to
remain open and financially confident.

The Recreation Passport is required
for entry to state parks, recreation areas
and boating access sites, so you’ll be all
set for summer fun once you’ve got it!

The $10 fee will authorize entry dur-

Sable Points Beacon Spring 2011

. Claudia Schmidt has been playing music across the
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oint NIGHTS AT THE LIGHT, 7-8 p.m.

Helen Lee, right, of Momentum Sensorium Dance
Company, performs on August 4 at Little Sable Point
Lighthouse with her experiential dance in the sand.
Join us for this free event from 7-8 p.m. and welcome
Ms. Lee from Chicago. Helen has training in Butoh
dance and has been an avid lover of lighthouses since
she was just a girl. She is thrilled to come north for
this unique opportunity to feature her site-specific
experiential dance while attracting visitors to the sand |
dunes and pathway of our Little Sable Point Light.

country and abroad for the past four decades, playing
for houses of just a few up to 25,000. In her fourteen
albums, she explores jazz, folk, and blues and she has
received wide acclaim for her 12-string guitar and

mountain dulcimer playing. See her July 9th at LSP!

We Thank You... We All Do!

At this year’s Annual Meeting, held
on September 17, we will be recogniz-
ing YOU! This year, your fellow
Keepers will be voting on their pick for
a PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD-
the Keepers who best exemplify the
SPLKA spirit and mission, giving great
customer service to all of our light-
house keepers and guests and those
folks who are just a great time to be
around! You know those people in
your Tour or from years past, so start
thinking now of who will get your
vote... Also new this year, SPLKA
honors our 2011 VOLUNTEER OF
THE YEAR... who will it be?!
(The Award winners each receive a
weekend’s stay in the charming
Big Sable Point Lighthouse Suite!)
Your Board has been working hard to
improve our organization. We have re-
viewed and implemented new policies
and created effective one and three year
plans, as well as goals to help us man-
age our growth. During the Annual
Meeting, we will present our plan to
you and extend you an invitation to
make a personal impact on SPLKA’s
future. Join us in making SPLKA an
even stronger and better organization!

to “Opt In”

ing the one—year registration period, but
additional camping fees remain in place.

Opting in saves regular park users
money. Keepers who opt in to the sys-
tem will be given stickers to apply to
their license plates, indicating they paid
the $10 State Recreation Passport fee
and gaining them access to our lights.
Those who decide not to pay the $10 fee
when renewing their license plates, but
later want to visit a state park or boating
access site, will be required to purchase
the Recreation Passport (for a possibly
higher fee) upon entry to the park or site.

Out—of-state visitors will still be re-
quired to purchase non—resident stickers
at a cost of $29 annually or $8 daily, as
they have in the past.

So, be sure to “opt in”, when you are
renewing your Michigan license plate!

* * *

Join us on September 17 for our
ANNUAL MEETING, 4-7 pm, at
United Methodist Church,
5810 Bryant Rd, Ludington, M1
$25 Dinner/Program/Silent Auction
VOLUNTEER AWARDS and more!
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We’ve added this new feature
to the Beacon- Check back for
new log entries in every issue!

Respectfully submitted June 16,
2010 by SPLKA'’s Little Sable
Point Keeper, Jolayne Lindberg

“Visitors-~
99 Adults, 22 Kids, 19 Students

Page 8

Keepers’ Log Entry

Image by
Todd &
Brad Reed!

They were great kids, very eager
to learn about the lighthouse
and climb to the top! We will see
yet another group tomorrow!

We saw a freighter northbound
(black hull) and it appeared to

We (Karyn, Ron, Judy & Jolayne)
had a GREAT first day at Little
Sable! Despite the weather, we
greeted enthusiastic people ALL
DAY LONG- some from as far
away as South Korea and Japan!

Many others were from places in
the US- West Virginia, Virginia,
Hawaii, Missouri, Texas, Ohio,
Minnesota, South Dakota and

Weather- Foggy, so foggy that
we could barely see the light-
house from the tower, or the

be traveling empty...

Two archaeologists
showed up to do a quick survey
around the lighthouse (but they

shoreline from the top of the
tower. Somewhat misty at
times during the day, with just
a brief moment of sunshine!

Wisconsin just to name a few!
We had two groups of students

(half were boys, half were girls)
from the P.E.P. Summer Camp.

didn’t seem too sure about what
they were looking for!)” It sure
sounds like another great day at
Little Sable Point Lighthouse!~

Lighthouse Keeping
By Kay Ryan
Seas pleat,
winds keen,
fogs deepen,
...ships lean no
doubt, and
the lighthouse
keeper keeps
a light for
those left out.
It is intimate
and remote, both
for the keeper
and those afloat.

SPLKA THANKS LIGHTHOUSE SEEKERS

The Seekers care for Little Sable Point year-round and host many fun
events and care days, including Little Sable Point Clean-Up days.

9 a.m., bring a bag and help us keep Little Sable’s shoreline clean!
June 13, July 11, August 8, September 12, 2011 at Little Sable Point
July 11, 6 p.m., Potluck at Yvonne Kessler’s & Trip Photo Sharing,
October 24, Big Sable Point Lighthouse, Noon Potluck & Meeting,

December 12, Daykeeping Signup & Lunch at La Fiesta, in Hart, 1 pm.

LIGHTHOUSE IN THE DUNES

Did you know that SPLKA partners with Ludington State Park and their
Naturalist, Alan Wernette, to offer a FREE educational field trip open to all
students, called LIGHTHOUSE IN THE DUNES? This four hour field trip
includes a forty-five minute critical dune walk and ecology discussion along
the shoreline, a Michigan maritime history lesson taught by our knowledge-

able Keepers and adds the physical educational component of a four mile

round-trip hike to and from the light to top off the benefits of this experi-
ence. Please share the news with your family’s school districts and clubs!
Email splkavol@t-one.net or call 231-843-9261 to schedule a trip.
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The Waves Still Roll, by J Arthur Hunter, Copied by Vinetta B. (Quay) Ling
Daily Journals of a Lighthouse Keeper at Little Sable Point Light Station, Mears, Michigan
June, 1917
June 260A light S breeze Cld & foggy to Clr: Mr. Patterson & Vandella planted beans on Brower Place. Delr
not well. We think he has measles. | scrubbed the lower highway in dwelling & painted outside of tower \
frames. Gertrude has picked several messes of wild strawberries. We had some yesterday & some today &
guarts to take to Herbertds for his birthday, JI
family are at Point.
June 28 Sunda§ About 11 a.m. Victor Ruckel called to see if Gertrude & | would go with him for an auto ride.
as it was my day & watch at Station & Mr.. Patterson was not at home, | could not go. Mr. Patterson went tc
about 7 AM with his auto to get Mrs. Patterson & Grandma Stringham. Georgia & baby & Vandella went wit
Coming home his auto steering gear broke. With Victor were two boys, perhaps 14 & 16 years old. They a
ner here. About 1 PM we made ice cream& we had strawberries also. Beulah stayed here.

O SORRY WEGORE LATEEo SPLKA Goes to Ne

You have probably noticed the newsletter was late this spring, (and 25% larger) but we apologize for the
|l ack of communication early on in the year. I n
wedll be sending two newsletters in hard copy f
sending a third newsletter, but it will be as special material arises that we need to share with you, in the forrr
of a Special Edition. This newsletter will be sentasamews | et t er edi ti on, but
account, dondt worry! You can simply request
Special Edition SPLKA, PO Box 673, Ludington, Ml 49431.
In order to create the Special Event database for eunews updates, WE NEED YOUR HELP! Please
email Cindy Beth asplkadir@t-one.nett o have your preferred emai-d ad
to-date more often on local news and exciting events with SPLKA and our three lighthouses.
Thanks for your help in saving costs for the organization. This money will be better used in preservation
efforts and educational programming, so we appreciate your flexibility as SPLKA advances communications

Hold-Ups at the State and Federal Level Affect SPLKA Work Projects

Historic Marker for Little Sable Point -
Application was made and paid for in November of 2010. Staff was told these markers can take up to a yes
to get through the process and to finished installation of the marker onsite.

Historic Structures Report for Little Sable Point -

This Michigan Lighthouse Assistance Program Grant (MLAP) has been transferred from the DNR to
SPLKA, and the grant agreement was to be signed in December, 2010. Staff is still waiting on the grant
agreement from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to come through so that we can notify our

choice of Architectural Engineers that they've been chosen. The grant agreement is expected any day now
and work will begin immediately after the agreement has been approved.

Seawall Restoration at Big Sable Point
SPLKA received one hundred thousand doll ars in
quires another one hundred thousand dollar commitment from SPLKA. The funds are in place, the applica-
tion has been made and the Section 106 Review from SHPO is in process. Acquiring the right permits will
be timeconsuming, but staff from SPLKA, Ludington State Park and the DNR flagship office hope to see the
work begin by this winter after the park has cleared out. The project must be complete by January 1, 2013.
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Meet Your SPLKA Staff

Shirley Mitchell- Bookkeeping tends Grand Valley State University, Cindy Beth Davis-Dykema— E.D.

where she is pursuing an Illustration
Shirley has been involved with SPLKA  BF A4 She graduates in April , 2012. Cindy Beth joins SPLKA as Executive

for many years and in many capacities, Director, coming from a position as
serving now as our Bookkeeper. She  Robert Sperling— Restoration Playhouse Manager with the Historic
and her husband Bill (Webmaster) Howmet Playhouse in Whitehall. She

have served as Big Sable Keepers in Af ounding member of SP LKA’. you works often from the SPLKA office in
the past. They live in Ludington, and will usually see Bob busy O{HY ite. He Ludington Center for the Arts (LACA)
handles all of our Restoration and and from various off-site locations.

Maintenance for the three lights under ~ o 6 | | see her at tF

our umbrella, and holds close ties with

Bill Mitchell- Web Construction  many other lighthouse organizations

locally and across the country.
Bill has served in a volunteer capacity

as our Webmaster for several years. George Nowsch— Operations Mgr.

We coul dndét afford our web pr esengekiNG NEWBOARD MEMBERS!
without his talent, skills and generosity George comes from a widely varied

both are instructors for West Shore
Community College in Ludington.
sheds most often f ol
grantwriting, speaking to community

organizations, fundraising, building
partnerships and event planning.

background, and offers these multi- Do you have a background in Board
Sam Dains— Gift Shop faceted skill sets to SPLKA as both the work, or are you interested infund_
Coordinator of Volunteers and Gift raising, marketing, finance, graphic

Sam has worked with SPLKA since Shop purchaser for SPLKA as the new  design, grantwriting, history, museum
2004, and returns this season as our fiOoperations Manadg fhdlsor vollaBePchboiBation? N -

new Gift Shop Manager. We 0 s 1 Rathifig'and orientation for

to utilize Samds ,Mael Neeptr@drderdVdr fhe gt t h WB WANT YOU! Please email
gift shop, artistic designs in publica-  spop and works between all three splkadir@t-one.net to learn more
tions, and customer service. She at- lights and the downtown LACA office. about becoming a Board Member!

SPLKA MISSION:

“The purpose of SPLKA is to restore our lighthouses (currently Big
and Little Sable Points and the Ludington North Breakwater Light)
to preserve them, provide education to the public about these lights
and to allow the public the chance to climb the towers.
Volunteers are our strength and are encouraged
to play active roles in our organization’s programs.”

Working hard to keep the mission at the center of all we do!

Thanks for all your help in these efforts,
SPLKA Staff & Board of Directors
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BIG SABLE POINT LIGHTHOUSE~
2011 NIGHTS AT THE LIGHT!

Join us for a wide array of events each 1st and 3rd Tuesday in June, July and Auqust,

Offering entertainment, skill building, stress relief and live music all free of charge...

TUESDAY Nights, 7-8 p.m. FREE EVENTS!

June 7— Workshop, Todd & Brad Reed Photography
Local photographers Todd and Brad Reed share some tips on capturing great images.
June 21-Beach Yoga (Al |l evel s, including Beg
White River Yoga Owner Mitch Coleman leads us in relaxing Beach Yoga on Lake Michigan
July 5- Max & Ruth Bloomquist, Folk Music

Listen to their tunes at: www.ruthbloomgquist.com

July 19— Youth Theatre for the Whole Family!
Scenes from Alice in Wonderland by Howmet Playhouse Youth Theatre students
August 2- Beach Yoga (All levels!)
August 16- Workshop, Todd and Brad Reed Photography

www.toddandbradreed.com
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